
 
 
 

Controversies: Johnson Matthey 

• In February 2023, Johnson Matthey’s Sevierville Plant was fined $13,000 for an 
explosion and fire in July 2022. An inspection found multiple serious violations, 
including exposing employees “to dust explosion, deflagration, or other fire hazards 
from the use of improperly designed dust collection systems and failure to evaluate 
combustible dust hazards”. 
 

• In September 2022, residents of East Whiteland Township, Pennsylvania, called on 
JM to buy back its former contaminated industrial site and turn it into a nature reserve 
after it was cleaned up.  
 

• In July 2022, a fire broke out in a liquid metal room at JM’s facility in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. No one was injured. 
 

• In July 2022, a fire and explosion likely involving nickel aluminium powder occurred at 
a JM facility in Sevierville, Tennessee. No injuries were reported. 
 

• In February 2022, the state pollution control board issued notices to six companies, 
including Johnson Matthey Chemicals India Pvt. Ltd., responding to community 
complaints of noxious emissions from an industrial estate near Mumbai, India. The 
notices required the companies to demonstrate why they should not be shut down for 
violating norms. 
 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Johnson Matthey paid more than 60.000 USD in 
environmental liabilities for 1 case, according to the Violation Tracker project of Good 
Jobs First. 

https://ground.news/article/sevierville-plant-fined-13k-after-2022-blast-fire
https://www.dailylocal.com/2022/09/22/dep-announces-remediation-plan-for-bishop-tube-site-in-east-whiteland/
https://6abc.com/wayne-pennsylvania-fire-devon-park-drive-johnson-matthey-chester-county-pa/12071487/
https://www.wate.com/news/local-news/no-injuries-reported-in-explosion-at-sevierville-plant/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/navi-mumbai/notice-to-11-industries-for-pollution-violations/articleshow/89374896.cms
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/johnson-matthey
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/johnson-matthey

