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Controversies: Syensqo

After the Solvay/Syensqo split, all controversies were checked and assigned to the
successor company. When “Solvay” is named, it reflects the former company name, but it is
now Syensqo-owned.

¢ InJune 2023, Solvay agreed to settle a PFAS case filed in West Deptford, New
Jersey. The company was to pay $179 million, including $75 million for damage
caused to the environment, $100 million for settling claims by residents, and an
additional $214 million for future monitoring.

e In December 2022, two Solvay directors, including a former director, were indicted by
the Alessandria prosecutor for failing to take adequate steps to remediate and contain
PFAS pollution from the company's plant in Piedmont, Italy.

¢ In November 2022, the Jura prefecture (France) administration ordered Solvay
Tavaux to comply with pollution standards, acting on findings in June 2022 of
releases of water pollutants eight times above authorised limits.

¢ In September 2022, it was revealed that in the US, Solvay spent $730,000 in 2021 on
lobbying at the federal level—an amount that was three times higher than what was
spent in 2020. The company had already spent more than that just in the first half of
2022, according to D.C.-based lobby watchdog group Open Secrets.

e In September 2022, Solvay faced more than 25 PFAS-related lawsuits in the United
States, some of which were led by attorney Robert Bilott and dubbed the PFAS
industry's worst nightmare.

e InJune 2022, Delaware State and the US federal government reached a $41.6
million settlement with 21 defendants, including Solvay-Cytec, for the clean-up of a
27-acre superfund site in the state.

¢ In March 2022, an Ohio court certified a class of Ohio residents who had 0.05 ppt of
any PFAS in their blood serum. This opinion was delivered in a lawsuit brought by an
Ohio firefighter against manufacturers of PFAS products, including firefighting foam.

e In August 2021, private residents from West Deptford, New Jersey, filed an
environmental lawsuit in a district court against Solvay and other manufacturers,
alleging that the defendants had contaminated their private wells.


https://www.rtbf.be/article/solvay-conclut-un-accord-en-millions-de-dollars-dans-une-affaire-de-pfas-aux-etats-unis-11220380
https://www.rtbf.be/article/deux-directeurs-de-solvay-inculpes-en-italie-pour-catastrophe-environnementale-11126879
https://www.rtbf.be/article/deux-directeurs-de-solvay-inculpes-en-italie-pour-catastrophe-environnementale-11126879
https://www.lutte-ouvriere.org/en-regions/bourgogne-franche-comte/breves/la-pollution-ca-rapporte-gros-436039.html
https://www.lutte-ouvriere.org/en-regions/bourgogne-franche-comte/breves/la-pollution-ca-rapporte-gros-436039.html
https://www.rtbf.be/article/solvay-responsable-dune-vaste-pollution-aux-perfluores-connaissait-la-toxicite-de-ces-produits-chimiques-eternels-et-continue-a-en-utiliser-11060652
https://www.rtbf.be/article/solvay-responsable-dune-vaste-pollution-aux-perfluores-connaissait-la-toxicite-de-ces-produits-chimiques-eternels-et-continue-a-en-utiliser-11060652
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-superfund-site-41-million-deal-clean-up/
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-superfund-site-41-million-deal-clean-up/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/Hardwickv3MCompanyetalDocketNo218cv01185SDOhioOct042018CourtDocke/2?1646750214
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/Hardwickv3MCompanyetalDocketNo218cv01185SDOhioOct042018CourtDocke/2?1646750214
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2021/08/12/environmental-suit-lodged-over-solvay-site-in-west-deptford/?slreturn=20220710204739
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2021/08/12/environmental-suit-lodged-over-solvay-site-in-west-deptford/?slreturn=20220710204739
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e In May 2021, Sierra Club entered into a lawsuit with the state of New Jersey aimed at
forcing the company to clean up severe water contamination, accusing Solvay of
hiding information on the PFAS chemicals they produce using trade secret laws.

e In April 2021, a report by Edison, Solvay’s predecessor at the Spinetta Marengo plant
in ltaly, accused Solvay of lapses in erecting anti-pollution barriers leading to
contamination outside the facility. Solvay claims that the International Chamber of
Commerce arbitration tribunal determined that Edison was liable for breach of
environmental representations and warranties when it was sold to Solvay in 2001,
recognising that Edison deliberately made false representations to Solvay at the time
of the acquisition.

e In March 2021, Solvay used patent infringement claims against a maker of an
analytical reference standard for a PFAS chemical to take the standard off the market
and frustrate efforts to trace the sources of PFAS pollution.

¢ In March 2021, a federal judge in New Jersey sustained a proposed class action by
residents of a New Jersey town, overruling objections brought by Solvay and Arkema
to the suit, accusing them of polluting their drinking water with discharge from their
factories.

e In February 2021, Solvay agreed to conduct an environmental investigation of PFAS
contamination in and around a former PFAS-producing facility. Delaware Department
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control had filed the claims after finding the
toxin in the region’s water sources.

¢ In November 2020, the State of New Jersey sued Solvay for evading responsibility for
toxic pollution from its plant in West Deptford, New Jersey. Allegedly, the company
has disregarded damage and risk to the public by PFAS. In relation to this, Solvay
forbade the state agency from disclosing the chemicals' effect on health and the
environment to the public. However, internal studies showed that the company has
known about the severe health risks of the chemical for at least 15 years.

e In August 2020, a small chemical spill was reported after a minor fire broke out at the
Solvay plant in Oldbury, England. No injuries were reported.

¢ In March 2019, the state of New Jersey ordered five companies, including Solvay, to
fund the clean-up of chemicals used at manufacturing sites that contaminated
drinking water. 3M, DuPont, DowDuPont, Chemours, and Solvay were held
accountable for pollution with PFAS chemicals under the state’s Spill Act and other
environmental laws. Solvay’s West Deptford facility was among the contaminated
sites where the state spent 3 million USD on investigations and clean-up, for which it
sought repayment from Solvay. Under the terms of the eventual agreement, Solvay
will pay $75 million to NJDEP for natural resource damages and $100 million to fund



https://www.sierraclub.org/new-jersey/blog/2021/05/nj-sierra-club-joins-njdep-hold-solvay-accountable-for-gloucester-toxic-mess
https://www.editorialedomani.it/economia/una-nuova-perizia-accusa-solvay-per-linquinamento-di-spinetta-marengo-sft5ig1v
https://cen.acs.org/analytical-chemistry/A-tale-of-PFAS-pollution-and-patent-claims/99/i11
https://www.reuters.com/article/products-pfas-idUSL1N2LA07M
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/2021/02/16/dnrec-settles-marshallton-area-polymer-company-solvay-over-pfas-leak/6768188002/
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/2021/02/16/dnrec-settles-marshallton-area-polymer-company-solvay-over-pfas-leak/6768188002/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/new-jersey/pfas-new-jersey-solvay-contamination-lawsuits-grewal-dep-chemicals-20201110.html
https://theintercept.com/2020/11/17/pfas-pollution-new-jersey-solvay/
https://theintercept.com/2020/11/17/pfas-pollution-new-jersey-solvay/
https://www.consumerreports.org/toxic-chemicals-substances/solvay-workers-found-to-have-unregulated-pfas-in-their-blood-documents-show-a8773475486/
https://www.halesowennews.co.uk/news/18685113.chemical-spill-solvay-solutions-oldbury/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/drinking-water-toxins-pfas-dow-dupont-cleanup-chemicals-20190325.html
https://www.solvay.com/en/press-release/solvay-reaches-settlement-new-jersey-department-environmental-protection-pfas
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NJDEP PFAS remediation projects in areas of New Jersey near the company’s West
Deptford site. The company’s own investigations found elevated levels of PFAS and
PFOA in drinking water and blood in the region.

e Between 2019 and 2023, Solvay and its subsidiaries (now Syensqo) paid more than
350 million USD in environmental liabilities for 7 cases, according to the violation
tracker project of Good Jobs First. In September 2024, the cases listed under the
name of Solvay all belonged to the new owner, Syensqo.


https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/5781288/PFNA-Sampling-Results-8e.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/5781433/PFNA-Blood-8e.pdf
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/solvay

